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Dear Madam, dear Sir,

I cordially invite you to the European Congress “Children and Young 
People in Disadvantaged Neighbourhoods – New Cohesion Strategies”. 
The conference organised by the German Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth under the German EU presi-
dency takes place in Leipzig from the 26th to the 28th of June 2007.

The congress aims to promote a European-wide exchange of experiences 
and practice in the work with children and young people from disadvan-
taged neighbourhoods. The objective is to identify and compare national 
policy strategies, programmes and methods to improve the integration of 
children and young people as well as to derive potential European inte-
gration strategies. The programme includes the presentation of strategies 
from 13 European countries, a project fair with 36 projects, and side visits 
to selected projects in and around Leipzig.

We would kindly ask you to register for the congress by 30th May 2007 
at www.youth-congress2007.eu, where you will also fi nd the detailed 
programme.

In case you are able to attend, two overnights’ accommodation are 
covered and travel costs will be reimbursed for those who book via our 
congress offi ce. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the congress in Leipzig.

Yours sincerely,

Karin Reiser, Director General of Department 5, 
Children and Youth
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The European Congress “Children and Young People in Disadvantaged 
Neighbourhoods – New Cohesion Strategies” gives an overview on a wide 
range of differing national strategies for improving the integration of 
children and young people from disadvantaged neighbourhoods. Strong 
emphasis will be given to the presentation and comparison of the different 
procedures and approaches from planning until programme implementa-
tion under the particular local conditions. With this EU congress, the 
German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth hopes to stimulate the development of joint European strategies.

Local social and vocational integration projects in favour of disadvan -
taged persons from nine different European countries will present their 
work at the project fair. The projects are all funded by the European 
Social Fund (ESF).

Registration of participants

Welcome
Burkhard Jung, Mayor of the city of Leipzig

Opening
•  Dr Hermann Kues, Parliamentary State Secretary, 

German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth

•  Ján Figel’, EU Commissioner for Education, Training, 
Culture and Youth (t.b.c.)

Round Table
Talk between young people, Dr Hermann Kues, 
Ján Figel’ (t.b.c.) and a practitioner from work with 
young people (N.N.)

Coffee break

Good Governance – What constitutes good practice?
Prof. Salvatore Parrado,
Governance International, Spain

Introduction to the work of the working groups

End of the fi rst congress day

Reception at the New City Hall of Leipzig

1.00 p.m.

2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m.

4.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m.

6.00 p.m.

7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 26 June 2007 
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Introduction to the work of the working groups

6 working groups with country presentations on 
the following topics:

WG 1:   Employment – Hungary and Ireland

WG 2:   Integration of ethnic minorities – 
Czech Republic and Lithuania

WG 3:   Education and employment – Poland and 
Portugal

WG 4:   Multicultural living together – Netherlands, 
Spain and the Council of Europe

WG 5:   Cross-departmental strategies for disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods – Germany, France and 
United Kingdom

WG 6:   Local strategies for activating job creation and 
social capital in the frame of the ESF instrument 
of small grants – Germany, Italy, United Kingdom 
and the European Commission, Directorate 
General for Employment, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities

Community based policy strategies for 
preventing social exclusion 
Prof Jürgen Friedrichs, University of Cologne, 
EU-Project “Urban governments, social inclusion and 
sustainability (UGIS)”

Lunch

Continuation of the 6 working groups with 
country presentations

Coffee break

Side visits to selected thematic projects in 
various districts of Leipzig

End of the second day of the congress

9.00 a.m.

9.30 a.m.

12.00 a.m.

1.00 p.m.

2.30 p.m.

5.00 p.m.

5.30 p.m.

7.30 p.m.

Wednesday 27 June 2007 
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More perspectives for children and young people 
in disadvantaged neighbourhoods 
Karin Reiser, Director General for Children and Youth,
German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth

A European comparison of national policies for 
integrating children and young people in disadvan-
taged neighbourhoods
•  Prof Howard Williamson, University of Cardiff, 

United Kingdom
•  Dr Christian Lüders, German Youth Institute

Presentation of the results of the working groups

The added value for European municipalities, 
individual evaluation
Ulrich Bohner, Congress of Municipalities and Regions 
of the Council of Europe

End of the congress

9.00 a.m.

9.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m.

12.00 a.m.

1.00 p.m.

Thursday 28 June 2007 


