
WG 6 Networking & International Developments 
 
1. Aims & Objectives 

a. Encourage international partnership building and support the 
establishment of collaborative projects  

b. Submit 10 proposals including network partners 
c. Utilize network expertise in the development and delivery of 

proposals (e.g. teaching in English) 
d. EUSW will provide primary support for the coordination of these 

projects 
e. Create partnerships outside Europe in order to enhance the 

worldwide aspects of the network 
f. Increase interaction between the EUSW network and the 

International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW) 
 
2. Outputs & Timing (Action Steps in the first period: 2005 – 2006) 
 

A.  Build Working Group (WG) 6 using the membership of the EUSW 
network 
 
Working group 6: Networking & International Developments is a working 
group designed to establish international collaborative partnerships within and 
outside the European Union.  As such, the membership of WG 6 should 
reflect international demographics.  Initially, this included six members from 
different countries (Italy, Estonia, Denmark, Spain, Germany, Norway).  This 
task was accomplished and completed at the first annual meeting (October 
2005).  Later, additional members from Belgium and the USA joined the 
working group (January, 2006).  The coordination of the working group was 
assumed by the Danish partner.  Over time, some members’ involvement 
decreased for a variety of reasons.  Consequently, the membership also 
fluctuated. 
 

B. Establish contact database of all the EUSW network 
 
As part of the aims and objectives of working group 6 involved making 
connections within the EU, Working Group 6 recognized the need for 
establishing an EUSW contact data base to provide support for EUSW 
partnership collaboration.  In order to facilitate such support, WG 6 sent e-
mails to all network members to gather data.  Data were collected in an Excel 
spreadsheet.   
 
3. Process based on Facts  (Narrative description of WG 6 procedures) 
 

A. Struggles 
 
WG 6 was first created in Calabria in October 2005. A second meeting was 
held in Berlin in January, 2006 with the extended membership (Belgium & 
USA), although the partner from Norway was absent.  Additionally, the was a 
WG6 meeting (with limited participation of only 2 members) held in August of 



2006 resulting in the development of international funding sources.  This list 
was distributed via mail and is currently on the website. 
 
The facilitator assessed existing membership agreements with international 
partners as well as which members were teaching in English.  This list was 
never compiled due to lack of response to email inquiries. 
 

B. Strengths 
 
In October 2006, the current coordinator stepped down from her role as WG 6 
coordinator due to other university commitments.  As a result, the Board 
appointed a new coordinator for WG 6. This new coordinator is from Belgium.  
While replacing an existing coordinator is challenging, the Board’s ability to 
quickly find a competent replacement reveals tremendous adaptability within 
the EUSW. 
 
In October 2006, WG 6 met in Olsztyn, Poland.  At this meeting, the working 
group accomplished a tremendous amount.  At a network workshop, the 
EUSW Administrator presented significantly helpful material highlighting the 
key components of WG 6 which heretofore had not been concretised.  These 
included: (1) encourage development of international partnerships; (2) 
encourage submission of collaborative proposals by members; (3) collect data 
on existing proposals; and, (4) develop partnerships with international 
partners outside the EU.  This workshop clearly motivated current WG 6 
group members and all EUSW members to recognize the importance of such 
work as well as facilitate action.  In addition, the EUSW Administrator will be 
providing information about the various funding streams for international 
collaboration to WG 6. 
 
WG 6 assessed a need for the EUSW members to know more information 
about the available funding streams for international collaboration (i.e. 
Lifelong Learning, Socrates, Leonardo, Grundvig, Minerva, Asia-link, EU/US).  
Additionally, this involves how to build international partnerships and prepare 
appropriate applications. 
 
WG 6 restructured immediate tasks  including three primary outcomes: 

1. Collect information about existing partnerships within the EUSW 
2. Provide this information to all EUSW members 
3. Stimulate further interest in partnership development 

 
This resulted in the decision to develop a database including existing EUSW 
partnerships, current applications, EUSW membership areas of expertise and 
future ideas for collaboration.  WG 6 felt that this database should be an 
interactive medium for exchanging ideas, sharing resources, and networking.  
Consequently, WG 6 designed a questionnaire to gather this data from EUSW 
members. 



Questionnaire 
 
This questionnaire should be easily completed while gathering the necessary 
information related to the objectives of the working group.  This will be 
uploaded to the EUSW website as an electronic questionnaire; data will be 
automatically downloaded to the aforementioned database.  In light of the 
possibilities for international collaborations, the questionnaire and database 
should be inclusive of the various interest and specializations of the EUSW.  
As a result, the questionnaire and the resulting database will reveal the 
ongoing potential of the network.   
 
The first draft of the questionnaire was completed and reviewed during 
working group meetings.  WG 6 determined that the questionnaire would be 
pilot tested in three phases: (1) finalize first version of the questionnaire; (2) 
WG leaders (board members) will complete the questionnaire in a timely 
fashion; and, (3) WG leaders will provide feedback to WG 6 about the 
feasibility and the time taken to complete as well as the inclusion of working 
group topics in the questionnaire.  
 
WG 6 developed a timeline for task completion:  
WG 6 will meet in Brussels in early December to review preliminary findings of 
the questionnaire and to integrate Board members’ feedback.  This will enable 
WG 6 to adapt the questionnaire prior to submission to the webmaster for 
uploading.  Additionally, WG 6 will review the various funding streams 
provided by the EUSW Administrator I order for these to be uploaded to the 
website for EUSW access. 
 

Interaction between the EUSW & IASSW 
 
During the IASSW conference in Chile entitled “Growth and inequality. Social 
work scenarios and challenges in the XXI century”  
The EUSW network was presented in a workshop. This presented was 
reported to the EUSW members in Poland.  At the meeting in Chile, there was 
the beginnings of discussion about international collaborations outside the 
EU, especially regarding Latin American countries.  WG 6 coordinator 
approached the president of IASSW to discuss future projects with the EUSW. 
 
4. Future actions 

1. Questionnaire follow up 
The questionnaire needs to be finalised and outlined for web-use, 
so that the working group leaders can fill in and give feedback. 
This feed will lead to a review of the questionnaire. 
 
2. Database follow up 
The database will provide us with information related to objectives 
a., b. and c. The data will be researched by WG 6 in order to select 
appropriate information for members. This information will be 
posted on the EUSW website. 
 
3. Develop a new questionnaire for non-universities partners 



The first questionnaire is developed for university partners. The 
network has also non-university partners with international relations, 
projects, expertise and competences, which will be gathered in a 
second questionnaire and made available for the members via the 
website 
 
4. Make the information about the various funding streams for 

international collaboration available on the website 
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